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CITY    OF    BOSTON. 


Office  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,      > 
City  Hall,  January  1,  1874.  5 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston :  — 

Gentlemen,  —  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
statute  under  which  this  department  was  formed,  I  herewith 
submit  a  report  of  its  proceedings  for  the  year  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1873. 

PERMITS. 

All  persons  erecting  new  or  altering  old  buildings  in  any 
part  of  the  city  are  required  by  law  to  first  obtain  a  permit 
therefor  from  the  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

Number  of  Permits  Issued. 

For  buildings  of  brick  and  stone,       .  .  646 

"    wooden  and  frame  buildings,       .         .         569 
"    repairs,  alterations  and  additions,        .      1,154 


Total, 2,369 

BRICK,    STONE    AND    IRON   BUILDINGS. 

The  number  of  brick,  stone  and  iron  buildings  for  which 
permits  have  been  issued  during  the  year  is       .         646 
Classified  as  follows  :  — 

Banfs  and  Offices,         ....  4 


Banks  and  Stores, 

Brewery, 

Charitable  Institutions. 

Churches, 
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Dwellings,     ..... 

Dwellings  and  Stores,  . 

Engine  and  Hook  and  Ladder  Houses, 

Family  Hotels  and  Tenement  Houses, 

Family  Hotels  and  Stores, 

Gas  Manufacturing. 

Hospital  Wards, 

Manufacturing  , 

Markets, 

Mechanical,   . 

Mercantile,  . 

Offices, 

Office  and  Carriage  House, 

Offices  and  "Workshops, 

Police  Station  House,   . 

Publishing,     . 

Public  School-houses,  . 

Eailroad  Station  and  Freight  House, 

Eiding  School  and  Stable, 

Stables, 

Storage, 

Stores,  Bank  and  Hotel, 

Stores  and  Offices, 

Tenement  Houses  and  Stores, 


152 

38 

6 

19 

1 

3 

2 

5 

2 

8 

334 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

14 

14 

1 

2 

15 

646 


Fourteen  (14)  of  these  buildings  were  to  be  erected  in 
Ward  1 ;  six  (6)  in  Ward  2  ;  four  (4)  in  Ward  3  ;  forty-two 
(42)  in  Ward  4 ;  three  hundred  thirteen  (313)  in  Ward  5  ; 
seventeen  (17)  in  Ward  6  ;  twelve  (12)  in  Ward  7  ;  eleven 
(11)  in  Ward  8  ;  fifty-five  (55)  in  Ward  9  ;  eleven  (11)  in 
Ward  10;  thirty-three  (33)  in  Ward  11;  nineteen  (19)  in 
Ward  12  ;  eleven  (11)  in  Ward  13  ;  thirty-one  (31)  in  Ward 
14  ;  fifty-eight  (58)  in  Ward  15  ;  nine  (9)  in  Ward  16.  Ex- 
hibit A  gives  this  statement  in  tabular  form. 
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EXHIBIT  A, 


Wards. 

1 

2      3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

*■»* 

e 
g 

Banks  and  Offices 

2 

2 

. 

4 

Banks  and  Stores 

• 

1 

• 

. 

• 

. 

. 

1 

Brewery 

• 

. 

• 

• 

. 

1 

1 

Charitable  Institutions    .   . 

1 

1 

• 

1 

. 

. 

3 

Churches 

• 

1 

4 

. 

2 

. 

7 

Dwellings 

4 

• 

15 

2 

• 

38 

5 

13 

11 

1 

17 

40 

6 

152 

Dwellings  and  Stores   .  .  . 

1      1 

2 

3 

• 

2 

9 

1 

4 

. 

12 

1 

36 

Engine  and  Hook  and  Lad- 
der Houses 

1 

.       . 

1 

. 

B 

B 

1 

2 

1 

6 

Family   Hotels    and    Tene- 
ment Houses 

,       . 

1 

1 

2 

9 

. 

3 

3 

19 

Family  Hotels  and  Stores  . 

•       • 

. 

1 

1 

G-as  Manufacturing  .... 

1 

• 

2 

3 

Hospital  "Wards 

< 

2 

• 

2 

Manufacturing 

.     ] 

L 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Markets 

2 

2 

Mechanical 

.     3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Mercantile 

.    29 

293 

5 

4 

3 

334 

Offices 

.     2 

1 

1 

4 

Offices  and  Carriage-house, 

1 

1 

Offices  and  Work-shop  .   . 

1 

1 

Police  Station-Houses  .   .   . 

• 

1 

1 

Publishing 

1 

1 

Private  School-Houses  .  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

Public  School-Houses  .   .  . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

R.  R.  Station   and  Freight 
Houses 

, 

1 

1 

Riding-School  and  Stable  . 

• 

• 

1 

. 

• 

1 

Stables  

• 

1 

.     1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

14 

Storage  

7 

.     3 

2 

1 

1 

. 

. 

14 

Stores,  Bank  and  Hotel .  . 

• 

.     1 

. 

. 

. 

. 

1 

Stores  and  Offices 

.     1 

1 

- 

. 

. 

■ 

2 

Tenement  Houses  and  Stores 

• 

2 

• 

5 

1 

5 

2 

. 

. 

15 

14 

6 

i  i  42 

313 

17 

12 

11 

55 

11 

32 

19 

11 

31 

58 

9 

646 

6 
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Of  these  buildings,  forty -three  (43)  were  one  story  high ; 
ninety-three  (93)  were  two  stories;  one  hundred  eighteen 
(118)  three  stories;  three  hundred  one  (301)  four  stories ; 
eighty-eight  (88)  five  stories;  two  (2)  six  stories;  one  (1) 
seven  stories. 

Two  hundred  fifteen  (215)  had  Mansard  roofs;  four  hun- 
dred one  (401)  flat  roofs;  twenty-six  (26)  pitch  roofs;  four 
(4)  hip  roofs.  Exhibit  B  gives  these  particulars  in  tabular 
form. 

EXHIBIT  B. 


Number  of  Stories* 

Style  of  Roofs. 

Total. 

Ward. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

3/ans'cl. 

Flat. 

Pitch. 

Hip. 

1  .  . 

2  .  . 

3  .  . 

4  .  . 

5  .  . 

6  .  . 

7  .  . 

8  .  . 

9  .  . 

10  .  . 

11  .  . 

12  .  . 

13  .  . 

14  .  . 

15  .  . 

16  .  . 

2 
1 
2 
5 
6 
2 
3 
2 
9 

4 

1 
4 
1 
1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

6 

1 

4 

12 

2 

16 

30 

7 

1 
2 

10 
9 

11 
5 
1 

30 
4 
9 
2 
8 
9 

17 

2 

1 

21 

222 

1 

1 

6 

9 

6 

19 

1 

2 
9 
1 

7 
1 

4 
73 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

3 
1 
1 

10 

74 

14 

4 

4 

32 

2 

11 

13 

5 

8 

26 

7 

8 
5 
1 

29 

237 

3 

5 

6 

19 
9 

22 
4 
6 

17 

28 
2 

1 

2 
3 
2 

3 
1 

4 

2 

6 
2 

2 

2 

14 

6 

4 

42 

313 

17 

12 

11 

55 

11 

33 

19 

11 

31 

58 

9 

Total 

43 

93 

118 

301 

88 

2 

1 

215 

401 

26 

4 

646 
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WO  OB  AND  FRAME  BUILDINGS. 

The  number  of  wood  and  frame  buildings  for  which  per- 
mits have  been  issued  is  .  .         .  .         .         903 
Classified  as  follows  :  — 


Bakery,           . 

1 

Boat  Houses, 

3 

Carriage  and  Wagon  Sheds, 

15 

Carriage  Houses,  . 

2 

Charitable  Institution, 

1 

Churches, 

2 

Coal  and  Lumber  Sheds, 

5 

Dwellings,     . 

621 

Dwellings  and  Stores,  . 

63 

Dwellings  and  Offices, 

1 

Engine  House, 

1 

Greenhouse,  . 

1 

Manufacturing, 

8 

Markets, 

2 

Mechanical,  . 

24 

Mercantile,  . 

1 

Offices, 

4 

Stables, 

92 

Storage, 

33 

Storage  and  Boiler-room, 

1 

Storage  and  Stables,     . 

1 

Stores  and  Workshops, 

19 

Tenement  and  Bakery,  . 

2 

Total,        . 

903 

8 
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One  hundred  and  ninety-eight  (198)  of  these  buildings 
were  to  be  erected  in  Ward  1 ;  forty-nine  (49)  in  Ward  7  ; 
three  (3)  in  Ward  10;  five  (5)  in  Ward  11;  two  hundred 
and  thirty-six  (236)  in  Ward  12  ;  thirty-three  (33)  in  Ward 
13;  seventy  (70)  in  Ward  14;  one  hundred  and  seventy 
(170)  in  Ward  15;  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (139)  in 
Ward  16.     Exhibit  C  gives  this  statement  in  tabular  form. 

EXHIBIT   C. 


Wards. 

1 

2 
1 

1 

1 

137 

22 

3 

5 

1 
12 
12 

1 

198 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
1 
1 

8 
49 

8 

9 

10 

0 

1 

3 

11 

2 
1 

1 
1 

•5 

12 

3 
2 

192 

14 

1 

3 

1 

1 

10 
5 

3 
1 

236 

13 
3 

,1 

13 

1 

2 

7 
3 

3 
33 

14 

3 
1 

46 

2 

15 
1 

2 
70 

15 
3 

121 
16 

1 

1 

2 

15 

7 

2 

2 

170 

16 

1 

1 
1 

90 
3 

1 

1 
3 
1 

30 
2 
1 
4 

139 

4§ 

0 

Carriage  and  Wagon  Sheds  . 

1 

3 

15 

2 
1 

2 

Coal  and  Lumber  Sheds    .  . 

5 

fi?,1 

Dwellings  and  Stores  .... 

63 

1 
1 
1 
8 
2 
24 

1 

4 

99, 

33 

Stores  and  Work-shops  .   .  . 

1 
19 

1 

2 

903 
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One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  (178)  of  these  buildings 
were  to  be  one  story  high  ;  five  hundred  and  sixty-seven  (567) 
two  stories;  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  (158)  three  stories. 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-eight  (398)  were  to  have 
Mansard  roofs ;  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  (287)  flat 
roofs;  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  (199)  pitch  roofs;  nine- 
teen (19)  hip  roofs.  Exhibit  D  gives  this  statement  in  tab- 
ular form. 

EXHIBIT  JD. 


Ward. 

Number  of  Stories. 

Style  of  Roofs. 

Total. 

1 

2 

3 

Mansard. 

Flat. 

Pitch. 

Hip. 

16 

28 
15 
3 
5 
16 
19 
19 
28 
45 

119 
21 

182 
12 
47 
97 
89 

51 
13 

38 
2 
4 

45 
5 

78 
18 

163 
14 

22 
69 
34 

74 
24 
2 
3 
58 
15 
18 
75 
18 

44 

7 

1 

2 

15 

4 
23 

26 

77 

1 

2 

7 
0 

198 

49 

3 

5 

236 

33 

70 

170 

139 

178 

567 

158 

398 

287 

199 

19 

903 

10 
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SPECIAL    PER3IITS, 

Under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  260,  Laws  of  1872,  spe- 
cial permits  have  been  issued  for  the  erection  of  thirty 
wooden  sheds  for  storage  and  mechanical  purposes,  situ- 
ated as  follows,  viz.  :  — 

Ward  2, 4 


a 


3, 

4, 

5, 

7, 

10, 

11, 
13, 


2 
1 
11 
4 
3 
4 
1 

30 


Steam  Boilers  and  Engines,  Ovens  and  Furnaces. 

The  number  of  permits  issued  during  the  year,  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  18,  Chapter  371,  Laws  of  1872,  to  set 
steam  boilers  and  engines,  and  build  ovens  and  furnaces  is  as 
follows  :  — 


Steam  boilers  and  engines    . 

54 

Ovens          .... 

12 

Furnaces     . 

4 

Furnace  kettle     . 

1 

Forge          .... 

1 

72 


Furnaces  and  other  Heating  Apparatus. 

Section  16  of  Chapter  371,  Laws  of  1872,  requires  all  per- 
sons placing  furnaces  or  other  heating  apparatus  in  any  build- 
ing, to  previously  notify  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  and  in 
accordance  with  said  provisions,  notices  have  been  received 
at  this  office  as  follows  :  — 


It !•;<•  A  1'ITl  LATIOK. 

Showing  tlj.-  whole  number  of  buildings  in  each  Ward  for  which  permlta  have  boor  isbued. 
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The  number  of  notices  received  during  the  year  to  set  fur- 
naces and  other  heating  apparatus  was  .         .         .         .97 

ME  PAIRS,    ALTERATIONS    AND     ADDITIONS. 

The  number  of  buildings  for  which  permits  have  been 
issued  to  have  repairs  and  alterations  made  on  them  and  addi- 
tions built  to  them,  is         .  .  .  .         .         1,310 


Classified  as  follows  :  — 
Repairs  and   alterations 
Additions 


932 

378 


1,310 


One  hundred  thirty  (130)  of  these  buildings  were  in  Ward 
1;  seventy  (70)  in  Ward  2;  thirty-eight  (38)  in  Ward  3; 
one  hundred  six  (106)  in  Ward  4  ;  one  hundred  eighteen  (118) 
in  Ward  5 ;  thirty-five  (35)  in  Ward  6  ;  eighty-nine  (89) 
in  Ward  7  ;  forty-seven  (47)  in  Ward  8  ;  thirty  (30)  in 
Ward  9;  forty-eight  (48)  in  Ward  10;  forty-eight  (48)  in 
Ward  11;  one  hundred  twenty  (120)  in  Ward  12;  sixty- 
eight  (68)  in  Ward  13  ;  one  hundred  fifteen  (115)  in  Ward 
14;  one  hundred  forty-five  (145)  in  Ward  15  ;  one  hundred 
three  (103)  in  Ward  16.  Exhibit  E  gives  these  particulars 
in  tabular  form. 


EXHIBIT  E. 


1 

100 

30 

130 

2 

55 
15 

70 

3 

34 
4 

38 

4 

90 
16 

106 

5 

107 
11 

118 

6 

25 

10 

35 

7 

07 
22 

89 

8 

35 

12 

47 

9 

22 

8 

30 

10 

35 
13 

48 

11 

35 
13 

48 

12 

60 
60 

120 

13 

47 
21 

OS 

14 

68 

47 

115 

15 

100 

45 

145 

16 

52 
51 

103 

Total. 

Alterations  and  repairs 

932 

378 

1,310 

12 
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INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

The  number  of  violations,  etc.,  investigated  and  reported 
upon,  was  1,101,  as  follows  :  — 

Violations  of  statute  ....  893 

"       "  ordinance        .         .         .  208 


Total 


1,101 


The  following  statement  shows  the  nature  of  these  viola- 
tions :  — 


Altering  wooden  buildings  into  tenement  house    . 

1 

Building  without  permit       .... 

.     82 

Bay  window  exceeding  size  . 

.       5 

Belt  course  not  balanced  on  wall  . 

,       7 

Boiler  room  not  fire-proof    . 

.       3 

Building  front  of  wood 

.       1 

Beams,  no  iron  plate  under  . 

.       1 

Cellar  not  concreted    . 

.       2 

Chimneys  supported  by  wood-work 

,     14 

Combustible  roofing  material 

.       2 

"         external  covering 

.     12 

Columns,  no  plates  under    . 

.     13 

Cutting  doorways  in  party  walls  . 

.       3 

Exceeding  range  without  brick  walls    . 

.       9 

Foundations  defective 

.     17 

"         built  without  mortar 

.     10 

"         insufficient 

.       3 

Flues  not  plastered 

.     46 

"     wood-work  against 

.  116 

Furnace  flues  not  thick  enough 

4 

Girders  with  no  plates  under 

.       4 

Improper  construction 

.     85 

"         framing  . 

.     20 

Insufficient  egress,  in  case  of  fire 

.   125 

Report  or  Inspector  of  Buildings. 


13 


Insufficient  water-closets  and  privies     . 

16 

44         ventilation            ...... 

15 

44         piling          .          . 

1 

Leaky  roofs         ........ 

3 

Lintels  with  no  plates  under         . 

7 

No  scuttles  and  ladders         ...... 

13 

No  stirrup  irons           ....... 

10 

No  foundation     .          .          .          .         .          .          .    . 

6 

No  conductors  for  rain  water        . 

3 

No  iron  shutters           ...... 

.       1 

Piers  not  capped           ...... 

,     10 

Poor  material      ....... 

.     39 

Recessing  8"  walls        ...... 

.       8 

Registers  not  cased     ...*.. 

2 

Small-sized  timber       .                 •  . 

.     43 

Stone  facings  and  cornices  not  balanced  on  walls   . 

.       5 

Timber  not  splayed     .          .          . 

32 

44         "    anchored  .....* 

.       9 

44     butting  in  wall  ...... 

.       2 

4  *     not  clamped       .          .          .          .          .          . 

1 

"       "  butting  on  girders         .... 

.       3 

Unprotected  hoistways         ........ 

.     15 

Walls  not  thick  enough        ..... 

.     45 

"       "  through  roof        ..... 

.     37 

44       "  corbelled      ...... 

.     6Q 

44       "  anchored      ...... 

.     14 

44     on  wooden  support    ..... 

2 

44     not  coped          .         .         .         . 

.       5 

Wooden  lintels  ....... 

.     53 

Wooden  buildings  within  limits  .... 

.     12 

Wooden  hearth  trimmers     ..... 

.       1 

Woodwork  against  hot-air  pipe    .... 

.     15 

Miscellaneous      ....... 

.     22 

Total  ........ 

1,101 

14  City  Document. — No.  22. 

The  following  cases  of  violation  of  the  building  law  have 
been  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court :  — 

Building  Nos.  59-61,  Temple  Place,  Charles  Blake,  owner. 

The  building  was  partially  destroyed  by  fire,  and  a  permit 
was  granted  authorizing  the  owner  to  construct  a  Mansard 
roof  on  that  portion  of  the  building  not  destroyed  ;  the  whole 
height  of  building,  when  completed,  not  to  exceed  thirty-five 
feet.  A  wooden  story  was  constructed,  and  the  height  of  the 
building  was  increased  to  48  feet. 

The  Court  allowed  the  building  to  be  carried  up  to  the 
same  height  as  before  the  fire. 

Building  No.  16  Lincoln  street,  Julius  Hincke,  et  als., 
owners. 

The  complaint  was  for  violation  of  Section  11  of  Chapter 
371,  Laws  of  1872,  which  requires  that  all  party  walls  shall 
be  carried  up  to  a'  height  of  2J-  feet  above  the  flat  or  upper 
slope,  and  18  inches  through  the  lower  slope  of  Mansard 
roofs.  The  defendant  was  constructing  a  four-storied  build- 
ing, with  Mansard  roof,  which  was  from  nine  to  twenty  feet 
higher  than  the  buildings  next  it  on  one  side  ;  and  it  was 
claimed  by  him  that  under  these  circumstances  he  was  not 
obliged  to  build  his  party  walls  to  a  greater  height  than  his 
own  roof-covering,  and  that  the  wall  could  not  be  termed 
a  party-wall  to  a  greater  height  than  where  it  actually 
separated  the  buildings. 

The  Court  ordered  a  decree  to  be  entered  in  favor  of  the 
city. 

Buildings  on  Parker  street,  Ward  15,  W.  S.  Pattee, 
owner. 

The  complaint  was  for  violation  of  Section  2  of  Chapter 
371,  Laws    of   1872,    which    requires   that   party  walls    for 

dwelling-houses  shall  be  12  inches  thick. 

© 

The  defendant  received  a  permit  in  August,  1872,  to  erect 
a  block  of  dwelling-houses  on  Parker  street,  under  the 
provisions  of   the  law    of    1871,  which    was  then  in  force, 
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and  which  required  party  walls  for  dwelling-houses  to  be 
8  inches  thick ;  but  he  did  not  proceed  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  building  until  the  spring  of  1873.  Meanwhile, 
at  the  special  session  of  1872,  the  law  of  1871  was  amended 
so  as  to  require  the  party  walls  of  dwelling-houses,  such  as 
the  defendant  was  erecting,  to  be  12  inches  thick.  The  de- 
fendant contended  that  as  the  permit  had  not  been  revoked, 
it  was  still  in  force,  and  gave  him  authority  to  build  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1871. 

The  Court,  however,  held  that  no  revocation  of  the  permit 
was  necessary,  because  the  party  was  bound  to  take  notice 
of  the  passage  of  the  law  of  1872,  and  ordered  a  decree  to 
be  entered  in  favor  of  the  city. 

Buildings  on  Ruggles  street,  Robert  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  owner. 

The  complaint  was  for  erecting  a  block  of  brick  build- 
ings with  walls  of  a  less  thickness  than  required  by  Section  2 
of  Chapter  371,  Laws  of  1872. 

The  defendant  obtained  a  permit  to  erect  a  block  of  eight 
wooden  buildings,  to  contain  three  8-inch  brick  walls,  as  re- 
quired by  the  ordinance  relating  to  wooden  buildings.  He 
proceeded  to  construct  the  external  walls  of  the  block  of 
brick,  so  that  when  completed  the  buildings  would  be 
separated  on  one  side  by  an  8-inch  brick  wall,  and  on  the 
other  by  a  wooden  partition,  and  would  have  brick  front 
and  rear  walls,  and  he  claimed  that  they  were  still  wooden 
buildings,  although  built  better  than  required  by  the  ordi- 
nance. 

The  Court  ordered  an  injunction  to  issue,  sustaining  the 
decision  of  this  department. 

Building  Nos.  44^46  Bedford  street,  David  H.  Jacobs  and 
Henry  W.  Holbrook,  owners. 

The  complaints  were  for  constructing  the  fronts  of  the 
buildings  of  wood,  in  violation  of  Section  20  of  Chapter 
280,  Laws  of  1871,  and  for  not  corbelling  the  party  walls, 
in  violation  of  Section  11  of  Chapter  371,  Laws  of  1872. 
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The  decision  of  the  Court  was  in  favor  of  the  city. 

The  case  goes  to  the  full  bench  for  consideration,  upon 
appeal  by  the  defendants. 

Buildings  on  Chandler  street,  near  Berkeley  street,  H. 
R.  and  W.  B.  Quigiey,  owners. 

Complained  of  as  follows  :  Party  wall  not  corbelled,  and 
not  carried  through  and  above  the  roof,  as  required  by 
Section  11  of  Chapter  371,  Laws  of  1872.  Flues  not  plas- 
tered on  the  outside  below  the  roofing,  in  violation  of  Section 
31  of  Chapter  280,  Laws  of  1871.  Cellars  not  paved  or 
concreted,  in  violation  of  Section  33  of  Chapter  280,  Laws 
of  1871.  No  scuttles  or  bulkheads,  in  violation  of  Section 
15  of  Chapter  371,  Laws  of  1872.  Exterior  parts  of  build- 
ings more  than  45  feet  above  the  sidewalk  not  covered  with 
non-combustible  material,  in  violation  of  Section  19  of  Chap- 
ter 371. 

The  case  goes  to  the  full  bench  for  consideration,  upon 
appeal  by  the  defendants. 

Building  in  rear  of  Westminster  street,  H.  R.  &  W.  B. 
Quigiey,  owners. 

Complained  of  for  violation  of  Section  1  of  Chapter  260, 
Laws  of  1872,  it  being  a  wooden  building  within  the 
building  limits. 

Case  still  pending. 

Building  on  corner  of  Dartmouth  street  and  Huntington 
avenue,  Harvey  T.  Litchfield,  owner. 

Complained  of  for  violation  of  Section  1  of  Chapter  260, 
Laws  of  1872,  it  being  a  wooden  building  within  the  build- 
ing limits.     Case  still  pending. 

Building  No.  62  Temple  street,  Susan  R.  Eldridge,  owner. 

Complained  of  for  violation  of  Section  18  of  Chapter  280, 
Laws  of  1871,  in  cutting  an  opening  in  the  external  wall 
without  having  a  permit  therefor. 

Case  still  pending. 
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The  following  cases  are  awaiting  trial  in  the  Superior 
Court  :  — 

S.  C.  Calef  &  Son  for  violation  of  Section  1  of  Chapter 
260,  Laws  of  1872,  in  not  covering  a  wooden  building  erected 
by  them  on  Parkman's  wharf  with  non-combustible  material. 

A.  T.  Stearns  &  Son  for  violation  of  Section  1  of  Chapter 
260,  Laws  of  1872,  in  not  covering  a  wooden  building  erected 
by  them  on  Waltham  street  with  non-combustible  material. 

W.  W.  Bennett,  for  violation  of  Section  18  of  Chap- 
ter 280,  Laws  of  1871,  in  erecting  a  wooden  building  on 
Decatur  street  without  obtaining  a  permit  therefor. 

UNSAFE  BUIII>ING$,  ETC. 

The  number  of  unsafe  buildings  examined  and  reported 
upon  was  one  hundred  and  twelve  (112)  ;  unsafe  walls, 
twenty  (20)  ;  unsafe  cornice,  one  (1)  ;  unsafe  girder,  one 
(1)  ;  unsafe  lintel,  one  (1)  ;  unsafe  fence,  one  (1)  ;  unsafe 
floors,  three  (3)  ;  unsafe  heating  apparatus,  sixteen  (16)  ; 
dangerous  chimneys,  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  (522)  ; 
defective  flues,  seven  (7). 

Exhibit  F  will  show  number  secured,  etc.  :  — 


EXHIBIT  F. 


Unsafe  Buildings    .... 

"      Walls 

"      Cornice 

"      Girder 

"      Lintel  

"      Fence    

"      Floor 

"  Heating  apparatus 
Dangerous  Chimneys  .  . 
Defective  Flues 

Total 


Secured. 


54 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

11 

20 

7 


111 


Taken 
down. 


15 
6 


22 


Rebuilt. 


23 


444 


467 


Not 
completed 


20 
2 


5 
57 


84 


Total. 


112 
20 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
16 

522 
7 
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The  Milliken  House,  No.  187  Washington  street,  was 
found  to  be  unsafe,  and  the  owner  declining  to  secure  it,  a 
survey  was  called  thereon.  The  surveyors  reported  in  favor 
of  the  department,  and  the  owner  appealed  from  their  de- 
cision to  a  sheriff's  jury,  who,  after  hearing  the  case,  rendered 
a  verdict  sustaining  the  report  of  the  surveyors. 

KECAP1TULATION. 

Showing  the  number  of  violations,  unsafe  buildings,  etc., 
in  each  Ward. 


Wards. 

1 

9 

37 

2 

46 

20 

2 

45 

1 

1 

1 

116 

3 
51 

5 
76 

132 

4 

70 

11 
1 

41 

2 
3 

128 

5 
327 

13 
3 

19 
2 
9 
1 

375 

6 

51 

1 

45 

97 

7 

24 
9 

20 
1 

49 
1 
3 

108 

8 

39 

11 

45 

1 

97 

9 

46 

5 

1 

48 

1 

101 

10 

31 

10 
2 

78 

121 

11 

25 
5 
2 
1 

15 

1 
49 

12 

39 
45 

3 

14 
1 

102 

13 

28 

15 
4 

17 
64 

14 

33 

15 

4 

3 

2 
1 

58 

15 

52 

43 

3 

15 
113 

16 

22 

39 

3 

2 

2 

6S 

Total. 

Violations  of  Ordinances  .  .  . 

893 
208 
112 

"   Heating  apparatus  .  . 

10 

16 

522 

7 

20 

3 

1 
1 
1 

56 

1 

1,785 

Eeport  of  Inspector  of  Buildings. 


19 


FIRE    RECORD. 

The  number  of  fires  reported  on,  was  272. 
Estimated  damage  to  buildings,  $812,195. 
The  probable  causes  of  the  fires  were  as  follows 


Boilers  improperly  set    . 

1 

"      sparks  from 

3 

"      woodwork  near 

1 

Chimneys,  defective 

1 

"           sparks  from  . 

3 

Cinders,         . 

1 

Engine,  hoisting,  sparks  from 

,       2 

Flues,  defective     . 

9 

"      woodwork  near  . 

1 

Funnel-hole  filled  with  rags 

1 

Funnel-pipe,  defective    . 

1 

Furnace,  defective 

1 

■"         overheated 

.       2 

"         sparks  from     . 

.       1 

"         unsafe     . 

.       3 

"         woodwork  near 

.       1 

Furnace-pipe,  defective 

.       1 

"        woodwork  near 

.       3 

Gas,  explosion  of  . 

2 

Gas-light  against  curtain 

.       1 

"              '6      woodwork 

.       2 

Grate,  defective     . 

.       2 

Incendiary     . 

.     30 

Kerosene  lamp,  upsetting  of 

.       2 

Lamp  against  clothing  . 

.       1 

Lime,  slacking  of  . 

.       3 

Matches,  careless  use  of 

.       2 
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Matches,  children  playing  with 

.       6 

"       mice  among    .          .          .          . 

,       1 

"       thrown  in  among  rubbish 

1 

Naphtha,  explosion  of    . 

.       1 

Naphtha  gas,  leakage  of 

.       1 

Open  fire-place,  woodwork  against 

.       1 

Saw-dust  in  spittoon,  ignition  of     . 

.       1 

Sparks            ...... 

.       1 

Spontaneous  combustion 

6 

Soot  in  fireplace     . 

.       4 

Steam-box,  defective 

.       1 

Still,  bursting  of  a 

.       1 

Stove-pipe,  overheated 

.       1 

"           defective 

.       1 

Stoves,  overheated 

.       9 

"          sparks  from 

,       1 

"         unprotected 

1 

Tar,  ignition  of 

1 

Unknown 

.  148 

Water-pipes,  thawing  of 

3 

Wash-boiler,  sparks  fror 

Q 

1 

272 


TENEMENT   HOUSES. 

This  department  is  required  to  see  that  the  requisitions  of 
the  Board  of  Health  in  regard  to  the  repair  and  alterations 
of  tenement  and  lodging  houses  are  properly  carried  out. 

The  following  requisitions  have  been  received  and  the 
buildings  examined :  — 

Fire  escapes         .         .         .         .         .         .114 

W^ater-closets  and  privies     .  .  .  .  16 

Ventilation  ......         14 


144 
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The  number  of  requisitions  reported  as  having  been  com- 
plied with  up  to  the  present  time  is  as  follows  :  — 

Fire  escapes         ......  25 

Water-closets  and  privies     ....  2 

Nathaniel  M.  Jernigan,  of  4  and  6  Phillips  street,  having 
refused  to  comply  with  the  requisition  to  place  a  fire  escape 
on  his  building,  the  case  has  been  referred  to  the  City  Solici- 
tor for  prosecution. 

FIME    ESCAPES. 

In  March  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  was  directed  by  the 
City  Council  to  examine  all  buildings,  in  which  operatives 
were  employed,  to  ascertain  whether  they  were  provided  with 
sufficient  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

The  result  of  the  examination  proved  the  necessity  of  im- 
mediately taking  measures  for  the  prevention  of  loss  of  life. 
Buildings  were  found  filled  with  combustible  material,  and  the 
upper  stories  occupied  by  females,  with  no  means  of  egress 
except  one  narrow  staircase.  In  one  case  two  hundred  and 
eighty  operatives,  mostly  females,  were  found  in  the  fourth 
and  fifth  stories  of  a  building,  the  only  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire  being  a  single  staircase  and  a  small  scuttle  in  the  roof. 
In  most  cases  the  owners  and  lessees  of  buildings  gladly 
made  the  necessary  alterations  required  by  this  department ; 
but  a  few  persons  were  met  with  who  did  not  seem  to  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  who  required  very 
vigorous  treatment. 

The  number  of  buildings  examined  was  540,  and  221  of 
these  were  found  to  be  unprovided  with  sufficient  means  of 
escape.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  notices  have  been 
issued,  covering  two  hundred  and  eighty-six  requirements, 
as  follows  :  — 

Step-ladders  from  roofs  and  windows         ...         45 
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Step-ladders  to  scuttles  in  roofs 

141 

Iron  balconies  and  ladders 

40 

"     platforms,  walks  and  bridges 

10 

Wooden  "              "        "          " 

4 

Scuttles  in  roofs       . 

21 

"        to  be  enlarged 

7 

Iron  ladders    . 

14 

Stairways  to  be  opened    . 

2 

Doorways  to  be  opened    . 

2 

Total        .... 

.       286 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-five  of  the  above  requirements 
have  been  complied  with,  and  twenty-one  are  still  pending. 

Fire  escapes  have  been  placed  upon  the  Warwick  House 
and  the  Everett  House,  by  direction  of  this  department. 

COMPLETED    BUILDINGS. 

Brick. 

The  whole  number  of  brick  buildings  reported  as  being 
completed  during  the  year  is  five  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
(597),  at  an  estimated  cost  of  sixteen  million  one  thousand 
two  hundred  twenty-five  dollars  ($16,001,225).  These 
buildings  contain  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  (372) 
stores,  and  accommodate  four  hundred  and  eighty-four 
(484)  families.  A  less  number  of  buildings  have  been  com- 
pleted, and  a  less  number  of  families  accommodated  than  in 
1872, but  the  number  of  stores  and  the  valuation  has  increased, 
as  is  shown  by  the  following  statement :  — 


1872 
1873 


27b.  of  Buildings 
Completed. 


706 
597 


No.  of  Families 
Accommodated. 


980 
484 


27b.  of  Stores 
Completed. 


93 

372 


Estimated  Cost. 


$7,043,318 
16,001,225 
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The  increase  in  the  number  of  stores  is  accounted  for  by 
the  number  of  buildings  which  have  been  completed  on  the 
"Burnt  District."  The  work  of  rebuilding  that  district  is 
rapidly  progressing,  and  up  to  date,  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
three  (273)  buildings  have  been  reported  as  completed. 
Most  of  these  buildings  are  occupied  either  wholly  or  in  part. 

One  building  has  been  completed  and  occupied  on  the 
district  burned  over  May  30th,  and  a  number  are  roofed  in. 
Exhibit  G  will  give  further  information  in  tabular  form. 

Wood. 

The  whole  number  of  wooden  buildings  completed  during 
the  year  was  seven  hundred  and  twenty-one  (721),  con- 
taining sixty-eight  (68)  stores,  and  accommodating  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  (927)  families.  The  estimated 
cost  of  these  buildings  was  two  million  three  hundred  and 
forty  dollars  ($2,000,340). 

The  following  statement  shows  a  considerable  decrease  in 
the  number  of  wooden  buildings  completed  in  1873  as  com- 
pared with  1872  :  — 


1872 
1873 


No.  of  Buildings 
Completed. 


1,034 
721 


No.  of  Families 
Accommodated . 


1,344 
927 


No.  of  Stores 
Completed. 


59 


Estimated  Cost. 


£3,147,535 
2,000,340 


Exhibits  H  and  I  will  give  these  particulars  in  tabular 
form. 

The  whole  number  of  buildings  of  all  kinds  completed  in 
1873  was  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighteen  (1,318), 
at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  eighteen  million  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  ($18,001,565.) 
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The  following  public  buildings  have  been  completed  during 
the  year : — 

Walnut-avenue  Congregational  Church. 

Though  designed  at  present  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a  church, 
this  building  is  at  some  future  time  to  serve  as  a  chapel  to  a 
main  edifice  to  be  erected  adjoining  it.  It  is  located  on  the 
corner  of  Walnut  avenue  and  Dale  street,  Ward  14,  fronting 
the  avenue.  The  building  is  47  feet  front  by  95  feet  deep,  and 
is  built  of  Roxbury  stone,  with  Nova  Scotia  stone  trimmings. 
On  the  front  corner  most  remote  from  Dale  street  is  a  main 
entrance  porch,  with  a  small  turret  on  one  corner.  On  the 
outside,  next  to.  Dale  street,  and  near  the  rear,  is  a  larger 
porch,  which  leads  to  the  gallery,  the  parlors,  and  the  base- 
ment kitchen. 

The  building  is  of  the  decorative  Gothic  style  of  architec- 
ture. The  interior  is  finished  with  ash,  and  tastefully  frescoed. 
At  the  rear  is  a  gallery,  under  Avhich  are  two  rooms  for  social 
purposes,  connected  together  with  large  doors,  and  with  the 
principal  audience  room,  when  required,  by  a  series  of  doors. 
The  seats  are  fitted  with  reversible  backs  for  Sunday-school 
use.  The  entire  seating  capacity  is  about  700.  At  the  front 
end  is  a  handsome  screen  and  pulpit  of  ash  and  a  minister's 
room.  The  front  windows  are  glazed  with  stained  glass,  and 
those  on  the  side  with  tinted  flecked  glass  with  stained 
borders. 

Ventilating  ducts  are  carried  from  the  various  rooms  to 
the  stone  turret  at  the  apex  of  the  front.  The  interior  of  the 
audience  room  is  lighted  by  reflecting  sun-burners.  The 
building  is  heated  by  a  furnace.  The  architect  was  George 
F.  Meacham,  and  Robert  Colbert,  builder. 

The  Second  Hawes  Place  Congregational  Church 

On  Broadway,  Ward  12,  has  a  front  on  Broadway  of  70  feet, 
and  a  depth  of  152  feet  6  inches.     The  front  is  broken  by  a 
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projection  9  feet  6  inches  X  40  feet,  in  which  are  the  two  en- 
trances. There  are  also  two  entrances  on  the  westerly  side, 
one  opening  into  the  vestibule  at  the  northerly  end  of  the 
audience-room,  and  the  other  opening  into  the  pastor's 
room,  at  the  southerly  end. 

The  northerly  or  front  end  of  the  edifice  is  two  stories  in 
height.  In  the  first  story  of  this  portion  is  the  vestibule, 
15  feet  wide,  and  connecting  with  the  same  on  each  side 
are  two  parlors,  each  31  feet  8  inches  x  24  feet  —  one  ex- 
clusively for  ladies,  and  having  dressing-room  and  water- 
closet  connecting.  This  vestibule  connects  with  a  trans- 
verse vestibule,  in  which  are  two  liberal  staircases  leading 
to  the  gallery  and  chapel. 

In  the  second  story  of  this  portion  is  the  chapel,  31  feet 
8  inches  X  66  feet  8  inches,  and  25  feet  high,  and  having 
library  and  retiring-rooms  attached. 

A  recess  in  the  southerly  side  of  the  chapel  contains  a 
wide  door,  which  may  be  thrown  open,  thus  connecting  the 
chapel  with  the  gallery,  and  allowing  of  an  unobstructed 
view  of  the  pulpit  from  the  chapel. 

The  audience-room  is  in  the  main  body  of  the  church,  on 
a  level  with  the  vestibules  and  parlors,  and  is  93  feet  6  inches 
X  64  feet  8  inches,  and  53  feet  from  floor  to  ceiling.  It  is 
well  lighted  by  pointed  windows  on  each  side,  and  by  a  clear 
story  34  feet  above  the  floor,  extending  the  whole  length  of 
each  side,  all  glazed  with  stained  cathedral  glass,  as  are  also 
the  windows  in  the  chapel. 

At  the  southerly  end  of  the  audience-room,  the  pulpit 
platform,  pastor's  room,  organ  and  choir  are  situated,  the 
pastor's  room  having  a  separate  entrance  from  the  outside, 
as  before  mentioned. 

The  finish  of  the  audience-room  and  gallery  is  black 
walnut;  of  all  other  parts  of  the  building,  brown  ash.  The 
basement  contains  a  kitchen,  pantry,  water-closets  for  gen- 
tlemen, and  furnaces  for  warming  the  building.     The  exte- 
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rior  walls  are  built  of  brick,  with  trimmings  of  sandstones 
in  two  colors.  The  front  wall  and  a  return  of  35  feet  on 
each  side  are  faced  with  pressed  bricks,  and  all  the  walls 
except  the  rear  are  laid  in  black  mortar.  The  front  central 
projection  is  carried  up  into  a  steep  gable,  and  from  the 
north-west  corner  of  the  projection  rises  the  spire  to  a 
height  of  130  feet  from  the  sidewalk,  84  feet  of  this  height 
being  of  brick  and  stone,  the  remainder  of  wood,  slated. 

The  nave  of  the  church  is  covered  by  a  roof  of  steep 
pitch,  and  the  aisles  by  one  of  a  flatter  pitch,  the  intersec- 
tions of  the  two  being  supported  by  rows  of  cast-iron  col- 
umns appropriately  ornamented . 

The  audience-room  and  gallery  will  seat  1,200  persons, 
and  the  chapel  350  Sabbath-school  children ;  and  ample 
means  for  ventilating  the  entire  edifice  have  been  provided. 

The  architect  was  Samuel  J.  F.  Thayer,  the  masons,  H.  & 
P.  F.  Clapp,  and  the  carpenter,  Wm.  H.  Stewart. 

The  New  Brattle -square  Church. 

The  building  fronts  on  Clarendon  street,  Ward  9  ;  is  built 
of  Eoxbury  pudding-stone,  and  in  the  Norman  style  of  archi- 
tecture, with  a  massive  square  tow7er,  rising  176  feet  in 
height,  and  which  is  surmounted  by  a  finial,  16  feet  high. 
The  tower  being  otherwise  ornamented  by  carvings,  repre- 
senting scenes  from  Biblical  history,  and  by  statues  of  coll- 
ossal  size,  one  of  which  stands  at  each  corner  of  the  tower, 
gives  to  it  a  most  distinguishing  aspect. 

The  main  body  of  the  building  is  104  X  116  feet  in  size, 
and  is  78  feet  high.  The  auditorium  is  in  the  form  of  a 
Greek  cross,  its  length  being  116  feet,  and  width  through 
the  transepts  104  feet. 

The  interior  is  finished  in  brown  ash;  the  pews,  to  the 
number  of  104,  are  upholstered  in  crimson  velvet,  and  af- 
fording a  seating  capacity  for  over  800  people. 
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The  building  is  heated  by  steam ;  was  thoroughly  and 
substantially  built  by  Augustus  Lotkrop,  under  tke  super- 
vision of  tke  architects,  Messrs.  Gambrill  &  Richardson,  of 
New  York  city. 

The  Parker  Memorial  Building. 

This  building,  which  is  located  on  Berkeley  street,  at  the 
corner  of  Appleton,  Ward  9,  was  erected  by  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Congregational  Society  and  the  Parker  Fraternity,  for 
their  respective  uses,  and  as  a  memorial  building  to  their  late 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Theodore  Parker. 

The  building  is  constructed  of  brick,  with  sand-stone  trim- 
mings, which  are  laid  in  black  mortar.  It  is  70  X  98  feet  in 
size,  three  stories  high,  with  Mansard  roof.  The  walls  are 
16  inches  thick,  and  the  total  height  of  tke  building  is  51 
feet. 

The  central  projection  of  the  facade  on  Berkeley  street 
terminates  in  a  tower  or  pavilion,  crowned  with  appropriate 
iron  cresting.  The  arched  windows  have  bold  projections, 
and  are  deeply  recessed,  giving  to  the  building  the  appear- 
ance of  being  a  solid  and  enduring  structure. 

On  the  Berkeley  street  front  are  two  stores,  one  on  either 
side  of  the  main  entrance  to  the  chapel,  each  26  X  50  feet  in 
size,  and  connected  with  the  basement. 

The  rear  part  of  the  first  story  is  partitioned  off  for  the 
use  of  the  Parker  Fraternity,  and  has  a  separate  entrance  on 
Appleton  street.  In  that  part  of  the  basement,  immediately 
underneath,  is  the  refectory,  40  x  50  feet  in  size,  together 
with  cloak  and  storage  rooms,  and  a  boiler-room  constructed 
in  a  fire-proof  maimer. 

The  Chapel,  which  is  intended  for  the  use  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Congregational  Society,  is  located  in  the  second  story 
of  the  building,  and  is  70  feet  square,  and  25  feet  in  height. 
In   connection  with  the  chapel  are  two  rooms  especially  de- 
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voted  to  Sunday-school  purposes  and  library,  and  two  other 
rooms  for  collateral  uses.  The  Chapel  is  reached  through  an 
arched  entrance  on  Berkeley  street,  the  stones  forming  the 
arch  resting  upon  columns  of  Alford  marble.  The  staircase 
is  of  marble,  and  the  sides  of  the  entrance  are  panelled 
throughout.  The  interior  of  the  building  is  finished  in  hard 
wood,  without  any  perceivable  attempt  to  provide  ornate 
accessories,  and  presents  a  neat  and  substantial  appearance. 
Architect,  W.  G.  Preston ;  builder,  Isaac  C.  Cooper. 

German  Keformed  Church. 

Situated  on  Shawmut  street,  Ward  9.  The  building  has 
a  frontage  of  49  feet  on  Shawmut  street,  and  is  49  feet,  8 
inches  deep.  It  is  two  stories  in  height,  with  a  pitch  roof. 
The  basement  and  first  story  are  fitted  up  for  schtol  purposes, 
etc.  ;  the  audience-room  above  is  reached  by  a  broad  flight  of 
stairs ;  is  finished  in  black  walnut,  and  contains  accommoda- 
tions for  500  persons.      The  building  is  heated  by  furnaces. 

Architect,  Theodore  Voelcker ;  builders,  Hines  &  Acken. 

St.  Vincent  (Eoman  Catholic)  Church. 

Situated  on  E  street,  corner  of  Third  street,  Ward  7. 
The  building  has  a  frontage  of  72  feet  on  E  street,  and  is  148 
feet  deep.  It  is  one  story  in  height,  with  a  pitch  roof.  The 
outer  walls  on  E  and  Third  streets  are  built  of  stone  from  the 
church  which  formerly  stood  on  Purchase  street;  the  outer 
wall  on  Bolton  street  is  built  of  Koxbury  stone,  and  the 
rear  wall  is  built  of  brick.  The  inside  is  finished  in  chest- 
nut and  black  walnut. 

The  building  is  heated  by  furnaces. 

Architect,  J.  G.  Quinlivan ;  builder,  John  J.  Carney. 

The  Fellowes  Athenaeum  Building. 

The  edifice,  located  on  Millmont  street,  is  constructed  of 
brick,  with  freestone  trimmings  and  granite  foundation.     It 
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is  two  stories  high,  with  a  Mansard  roof,  which  is  spired  at 
either  end.  Its  size  is  73  feet  4  inches  X  81  feet,  and  its 
height  is  30  feet. 

The  central  portion  of  the  facade,  fronting  on  Millmont 
street  is  deeply  recessed,  and  the  adjacent  portions  being 
surmounted  by  a  spired  roof,  which  gives  to  the  building  a 
decided  character  for  appropriateness  in  design  and  substan- 
tiality in  execution. 

The  library  proper,  which  is  in  the  rear  of  the  building, 
occupies  a  room  27  feet  X  55  feet  4  inches  in  size,  and  is  25 
feet  in  height  (the  upper  and  lower  stories  here  being  thrown 
into  one),  giving  an  ultimate  shelving  capacity  of  100,000  vol- 
umes. Immediately  in  front  of  the  library  room  is  the  waiting 
room,  36  feet  X  37  feet  in  size,  divided  through  the  centre  by 
a  rail  and  with  separate  entrances  for  adults  and  youths.  In- 
gress to  the  library  is  obtained  through  three  arched  en- 
trances on  Millmont  street,  ushering  the  visitor  into  a  vesti- 
bule 8  feet  X  36  feet  8  inches  in  size,  and  from  thence 
access  is  obtained  to  the  waiting-room  of  the  library,  or,  by 
a  stone  staircase  in  the  tower,  to  the  reading-room,  which 
is  in  the  second  story  of  the  building.  This  room  is  37  feet 
X  45  feet  in  size,  and  is  well  lighted. 

The  usual  conveniences  and  appurtenances  to  a  library  of 
this  kind  are  provided.  There  is  a  reception-room,  the 
librarian's  office,  the  ante-room  for  the  use  of  the  officers  of 
the  institution,  and  living  rooms  for  the  janitor  in  the  base- 
ment. The  means  of  ventilation  are  secured  by  large  tran- 
som windows  in  the  basement,  and  the  building  is  heated  by 
steam.  The  interior  is  finished  in  black  walnut,  with  evi- 
dent taste,  and  without  any  apparent  attempt  at  superlative 
ornateness.  This  building  is  occupied  as  a  branch  of  the 
Public  Library. 

The  Architects  were  N.  J.  Bradlee  and  W.  T.  Winslow, 
and  the  builder,  Ivory  Bean. 
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Washingtonian  Home. 

Situated  on  Waltham  street  near  Washington  street,  Ward 
10.  Main  building  has  a  frontage  of  82  feet  on  Waltham 
street  by  40  feet  deep,  with  a  wing  30  feet  wide  by  52  feet 
long,  extending  to  the  rear  opposite  the  centre,  and  at  right 
angles  with  the  front.  The  front  has  a  basement  nine  feet 
above  the  sidewalk,  faced  with  Rockport  granite,  and  above 
this  four  stories  of  face-brick,  with  corner  quoins,  door  and 
window  trimmings  of  Nova  Scotia  stone,  surmounted  with  a 
bracketed  iron  cornice,  and  the  whole  covered  with  a  flat, 
non-combustible  roof.  The  wing  is  three  stories  high,  in- 
cluding the  basement,  and  has  a  pitch  roof  covered  with  slate. 
The  main  entrance  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  front,  and 
an  ascent  of  fourteen  steps  is  made  from  the  street  to  the 
first  floor,  through  a  vestibule  10  feet  wide  t  by  13  feet 
long.  Opposite  this  is  located  the  main  staircase,  which  is 
enclosed  on  three  sides  by  brick  walls,  12  inches  thick.  The 
basement  of  main  building  is  occupied  by  the  laundry, 
mechanics'  work-room,  store-rooms,  and  superintendent's 
dining-room  and  kitchen.  The  basement  of  the  wing  con- 
tains the  main  dining-room  30  X  27,  and  in  the  rear  of  this 
the  culinary  department. 

Each  floor  of  the  main  building  has  a  corridor  six  feet  wide 
running  through  the  centre,  parallel  with  the  front,  with 
apartments  front  and  rear  of  the  same,  with  bath-room,  etc., 
on  each  floor.  The  business  offices,  general  parlor,  and  super- 
intendent's apartments  are  on  the  first  floor.  The  second, 
third,  and  fourth  floors  contain  the  patients'  rooms,  which 
average  11  X  15  feet  in  size.  The  hospital  and  servants' 
room  are  on  the  first  floor  of  the  wing.  The  chapel,  27 
X  50  feet,  is  on  the  second  floor  of  the  wing.  The  building 
is  heated  by  steam,  from  a  boiler  located  in  a  fire-proof 
apartment  outside  the  main  walls  of  the  basement.  The 
entire  building  is  fitted  up  in  a  neat,  substantial  manner,  but 
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without  any  superfluous  ornamentation.  All  possible  pre- 
cautions against  fire  have  been  taken  in  the  construction  of  it, 
and  the  work  has  been  done  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
building  law.  Architect  and  superintendent,  W.  P.  Went- 
worth.  Builders,  Hewitt  and  Webster,  masons.  E.  B. 
Witherspoon,  carpenter. 

Gaston  Grammar  School-House.. 

The  new  Grammar  School  building,  named  in  honor  of  ex- 
Mayor  Gaston,  is  located  on  a  lot  of  land  bounded  by  Fifth, 
L,  and  Sixth  streets,  Ward  12. 

It  is  built  in  the  modern  French  style  of  architecture,  and 
is  irregular  in  its  outline  of  plan  ;  the  length  being  132  feet 
on  L  street  by  90  feet  on  Fifth  street. 

The  material  of  the  four  facades  is  of  pressed  brick, 
trimmed  with  Connecticut  brown  stone. 

The  basement  story,  appropriated  as  play-ground,  is 
elevated  high  above  the  lot,  admitting  plenty  of  light  and 
air,  and  making  the  exit  on  the  level  with  the  yard  at  the 
Sixth-street  front. 

There  are  two  finished  stories  above  the  basement,  sub- 
divided into  six  school-rooms  each,  with  wardrobe  closets, 
master's  room  and  dressing-room. 

The  whole  is  crowned  with  a  high  Mansard  roof,  with 
towers  at  each  end,  for  ventilation.  The  dormer  windows, 
and  all  finish  about  the  roof,  is  of  iron.  The  roof  story  ac- 
commodates an  exhibition  hall,  30  x  76  X  20  in  the  clear, 
and  two  school-rooms  for  advanced  classes. 

The  main  features  of  the  plan  are  its  spacious  entrance  and 
staircase-room,  commodious  and  well-lighted  corridors,  the 
amount  of  ventilation  provided,  and  the  method. 

The  building  has  double  windows  throughout,  and  is  fiuished 
in  pine,  grained  to  imitate  ash,  with  hard-pine  floors  and 
staircases,  walnut  newels,  rails  and  balusters. 
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It  is  heated  with  steam,  and  hot-air  pipes  are  connected 
with  vent  ducts  to  assist  in  ventilation.  The  boiler-room  in 
the  basement  is  constructed  fire-proof,  and  all  hot  and  cold 
air  chambers  are  built  in  solid  masonry. 

The  builders  were  Wester  and  Shepard,  masons,  and  Joh/i 
Rawsou,  carpenter.     George  A.  Clough,  architect. 

Mather  School-house,  Meeting-house  Hill,  Ward  16. 

Three  stories,  hip  roof.  Area  83^  x  73  feet.  Material, 
brick,  with  Nova  Scotia  stone  trimmings.  Contains  ten 
school-rooms,  accommodating  560  pupils,  and  an  exhibition 
hall,  beside  the  necessary  ante-rooms,  etc.  The  play-room, 
water-closets  and  boiler-room  are  situated  in  the  basement. 
Building  heated  by  steam. 

Architects,  Messrs.  Emerson  &  Fehmer.  Builder,  Wil- 
liam H.  Sayward. 

The   Atherton   School  Building. 

This  building  is  situated  upon  a  lot  of  land  with  a  front- 
age on  Columbia  street  of  128  feet  and  on  Columbia  place  of 
220  ft.  6  in.  It  is  constructed  of  brick  with  granite  trimmings, 
2  stories  in  height,  besides  a  finished  basement,  and  is  sur- 
mounted by  a  hip  roof  of  such  pitch  as  to  insure  successful 
construction  and  pleasant  expression  of  outline. 

The  ground  plan  is  a  rectangle,  measuring  79  ft.  4  in.  on  Col- 
umbia street,  with  a  projection  in  front  and  in  rear,  each  of 
which  measures  30  ft.  4  in.  on  face,  and  7  ft.  0  in.  in  width. 
The  basement,  which  is  8  ft.  6  in.  clear  height,  is  devoted  to 
heating  purposes,  and  three  play-rooms  for  scholars,  besides 
accompanying  halls,  stairways,  closets  and  laboratories.  The 
first  story,  13  ft.  0  in.  in  clear  height,  is  divided  in  4  school- 
rooms, having  their  usual  complement  of  ante-rooms,  teachers' 
rooms,  and  clothes  closet.     The  central  portion  is  used  for 
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hall  purposes,  having  a  broad  and  easy  flight  of  stairs  in 
each  hall,  and  extending  from  basement  to  upper  story. 

The  second  or  upper  story,  14  ft.  6  in.  in  clear,  is  appropri- 
ated as  an  exhibition-hall,  having  two  school-rooms  annexed. 
The  exhibition-hall  runs  the  full  width  of  the  building, 
and  is  46  feet  deep,  and  amply  lighted  from  three  sides. 
The  exterior  of  the  building,  though  not  highly  ornate  in 
architecture,  is  well-proportioned,  and  properly  expressive 
for  judicious  school-house  construction. 

The  pilaster  finish,  doorways  and  pediments  of  the  front 
and  rear  centre  projections  in  the  two  principal  facades,  re- 
lieve the  monotony  which  might  otherwise  exist  in  the 
exterior  composition,  and  the  surmounting  cupola  and  balus- 
trade impart  pleasing  sky  lines  to  the  edifice. 

Messrs.  Bryant  &  Rogers  were  the  architects,  and  Wm. 
H.  Say  ward  was  the  builder. 

Boston   and   Lowell   Passenger    Station. 

This  building  is  located  on  Causeway  street.  The  head 
house  has  a  frontage  of  200  feet  on  Causeway  street,  and  is 
102  feet  deep.  The  train  house  is  698  feet  long.  The  head 
house  with  its  broad  pavements,  its  bold  end  towers  and 
centre  pavilion,  with  its  lofty  Mansard  roof  broken  into 
graceful  turrets,  presents  a  distinguished  architectural  ap- 
pearance. The  facade  is  of  brick,  with  heavy  moulded  and 
carved  belts  of  Nova  Scotia  freestone.  Through  the  arch- 
ways supporting  the  towers,  covered  driveways  40  feet  wide 
and  400  feet  long,  with  liberal  sidewalks,  lead  to  the  outward 
and  inward  entrances  of  the  head  house  and  main  house. 

The  four  principal  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  head  house 
are  the  gentlemen's  in  the  east  tower,  the  ladies'  in  the  west, 
the  ladies' parlor  in  the  pavilion  between  these,  and  the  dining 
hall  leading  from  the  ladies'  room  and  the  court.  All  these 
rooms   open  into  a  magnificent  marble-tiled  court,  52  X  92 
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feet,  covered  with  a  glass  roof,  70  feet  above  the  tiling. 
This  court  is  finished  in  ash,  elegantly  carved.  The  gents' 
waiting-room  is  finished  in  ash,  is  26  X  40  feet,  20  feet  in 
the  clear.  The  supports  of  the  floor  above  are  metal  columns, 
finished  in  bronze  and  maroon  color.  The  ladies'  parlor,  en- 
tered from  the  ladies'  waiting-room,  is  52  feet  long  and  42 
feet  wide.  It  is  finished  in  walnut,  upholstered  in  plush,  has 
tall  mirrors  and  pier-glasses,  and  the  ceiling  is  frescoed  to 
blend  with  the  colors  of  the  carpet.  The  common  waiting- 
room  for  the  ladies  is  about  the  same  as  that  for  the  geutle- 
men,  but  has  walnut  furniture. 

Staircases  lead  from  either  side  to  the  upper  stories.  The 
conductor's  room  is  in  the  half-story  looking  out  into  the 
main  house.  The  second  floor  is  subdivided  into  spacious 
business  offices.  This  story  is  19  feet  in  the  clear,  and  is 
finished  in  ash. 

In  the  third  story,  which  is  18  feet  in  the  clear,  finished  in 
ash,  are  business  offices,  a  private  lunch-room  communicating 
with  the  dining-hall  below,  and  a  room  for  the  civil  engineer's 
department.  In  the  French  roof  story  is  the  kitchen,  com- 
municating with  the  dining-rooms  belovv  by  means  of  a  dumb 
waiter,  and  provided  with  an  elevator  for  sending  up  supplies. 
This  building  is  heated  by  steam.  Each  floor  has  200  feet 
of  hose  on  each  side  of  the  court  attached  to  pipes  leading 
over  the  entire  building. 

The  architects  were  L.  Newcomb  &  Son,  the  masons 
Adams  &  Barstow,  and  the  carpenters  Morton  &  Chesley. 

Engine  House  No.  12. 

The  new  building  for  Engine  Company  No.  12  is  located 
at  the  corner  of  Win  slow  and  Dudley  streets,  Ward  13,  and 
has  a  frontage  on  Dudley  street  of  26  feet,  running  back  on 
Winslow  street  76  feet  4  inches. 

The  building  is  two  stories,  of  pressed  brick,  trimmed 
with  Connecticut  brown-stone  in  style  after  the  modern  Eng- 
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lish  architecture,  also  surmounted  with  an  English  Mansard 
roof,  with  a  brick  gable  fronting  on  Winslow  street  at  the 
rear. 

The  engine-room  is  45  feet  by  24  feet,  to  accommodate  an 
engine  and  hose-carriage,  and  is  entered  by  double  driveway 
doors  from  the  level  of  Dudley  street ;  also,  there  is  a  side 
entrance  from  Winslow  street  connecting  with  the  staircase 
to  second  story. 

The  stable  in  the  rear  of  carriage-room  is  fitted  up  with 
four  stalls  and  finished  in  hard  pine. 

The  second  story  has  four  sleeping-rooms,  a  hall,  bath- 
room, and  hay-loft,  all  finished  in  pine. 

The  novelty  of  exterior  effect  is  the  management  of  the 
octagon  bell-tower  at  front,  growing  out  of  the  angles  of  the 
main  roof. 

The  building  is  heated  by  steam.  The  builders  were 
James  P.  Neal,  mason,  and  E.  B.  Witherspoon,  carpenter. 
Architect,  George  A.  Clough. 

Engine  House  No.  24. 

This  building  is  situated  on  Warren  and  Quincy  streets, 
Ward  14,  and  is  constructed  of  brick  with  freestone  trim- 
mings, two  finished  stories  in  height,  with  a  pointed  roof,  and 
a  cellar  beneath  the  entire  building. 

It  measures  73  feet  on  Quincy  street,  and  31  feet  on 
Warren  street. 

The  first  story  is  finished  12  feet  in  height ;  the  second 
story,  11  feet  in  height ;  and  the  basement,  9  feet  in  height. 

The  first  story  is  occupied  by  Engine  No.  24,  with  the 
stable  in  the  rear  of  the  same,  which  is  separated  from  the 
engine-room  by  a  brick  cross-wall,  but  connected  with  it  by 
a  sliding  door. 

The  second  story  contains  a  parlor,  two  bedrooms  and  a 
bath-room. 

A  hay -loft  is  provided  in  the  rear  over  the  stable,  which 
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also  is  separated  from  the  other  rooms  in  the  second  story  by 
a  brick  cross-wall. 

The  walls  are  finished  with  a  stone  cornice  and  a  copper 
gutter.  Above  the  cornice  is  an  ornamental  cupola  connect- 
ing with  the  hose  tower. 

The  interior  is  finished  in  pine,  grained  in  imitation  of 
oak.  All  the  modern  improvements  have  been  supplied,  and 
it  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  conveniently  arranged  engine- 
houses  in  the  city. 

Alclen  Frink,  architect ;  James  Devine,  mason ;  Emerson 
and  French,  carpenters. 

CONCLUSION. 

A  marked  change  in  the  manner  of  constructing  buildings 
has  taken  place  during  the  year.  The  use  of  wooden  ex- 
terior finish  has  diminished,  and  non-combustible  material 
substituted  therefor.  More  attention  is  paid  to  the  setting  of 
heating  apparatus  in  buildings  ;  and  stand-pipes  and  other 
appliances  for  extinguishing  fires  are  being  introduced. 
Nineteen  of  the  completed  buildings  on  the  burnt  district  are 
provided  with  stand-pipes,  and  they  will  probably  be  intro- 
duced into  others. 

During  the  year  an  effort  was  made  to  evade  the  regula- 
tions respecting  the  thickness  of  walls  for  dwelling-houses, 
which  signally  failed.  We  are  passing  through  the  same 
experiences  that  other  cities  have  passed  through  in  their 
efforts  to  secure  a  safe  method  of  building,  and  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  opposition  will  be  met  with,  especially  from 
persons  who  are  interested  in  erecting  cheap  buildings  in- 
tended to  be  sold  or  rented  as  soon  as  built.  These  persons 
claim  that  to  build  twelve-inch  walls  so  increases  the  cost  of 
buildings  as  to  prevent  the  erection  of  tenements  for  poor 
people,  and  they  therefore  want  the  thickness  reduced  to 
ei^ht  inches.  This  statement  is  erroneous,  for  the  difference 
in  the  cost  between  eight  and  twelve  inches  of  brick-work  is 
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but  a  trifle,  which  becomes  insignificant  when  the  increased 
security  against  the  spread  of  fire  and  the  loss  of  life  by  fall- 
ing walls  is  taken  into  consideration.  It  is  quite  certain  that 
no  reduction  of  rents  would  follow  a  diminution  of  the  thick- 
ness of  walls. 

A  large  number  of  unsafe  buildings  have  been  examined 
during  the  year.  The  causes  which  rendered  these  buildings 
unsafe  are  various,  but  arise  principally  from  defective  con- 
struction. In  many  cases  the  foundations  were  laid  on  piles 
which  were  not  cut  off  at  proper  grade,  and  had  therefore 
rotted,  causing  the  walls  to  settle  and  throwing  them  out  of 
plumb.  In  other  cases  the  buildings  were  originally  dwell- 
ing-houses which  had  been  altered  for  business  purposes, 
without  any  change  being  made  in  their  construction,  or 
provision  made  for  the  increased  weight  imposed  upon  them. 
Such  buildings  become  perfect  man-traps  in  case  of  fire.  In 
the  alterations  which  have  been  made  during  the  year,  the 
department  has  endeavored  to  guard  against  any  accidents  in 
the  future,  and  a  number  of  permits  have  been  refused 
because  the  applicants  were  unwilling  to  take  the  precautions 
required  by  the  department. 

The  subject  of  fire-escapes  has  received  considerable  atten- 
tion. This  is  a  subject  in  which  every  householder  has  a 
direct  interest.  If  the  number  of  cases  in  which  lives  have 
been  lost  for  want  of  sufficient  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire  were  summed  up  the  result  would  be  appalling.  This 
department  can  require  that  fire-escapes  shall  be  placed  upon 
tenement  houses,  hotels,  and  buildings  in  which  operatives 
are  employed,  but  have  no  control  over  private  dwellings, 
and  it  therefore  becomes  a  personal  matter  with  every  citizen 
to  see  that  his  building  is  provided  with  some  means  by 
which  the  members  of  his  family  can  escape  from  the  upper 
stories  in  case  the  fire  prevents  their  escaping  from  below. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  largely  increased  during 
the  year,  and  the  supervision  of  the  newly  acquired  territory 
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will  add  greatly  to  its  duties.  In  order  to  perform  the  work 
properly  additional  assistance  will  be  required,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  at  an  early  day  the  City  Council  will  take  into 
consideration  the  expediency  of  providing  assistant  in- 
spectors for  the  new  districts. 

The  department  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  all  violations  of  chapter  377  of  the  Laws  of 
1872,  relating  to  cellars  below  the  established  grade.  This 
added  to  the  duty  imposed  by  law  of  giving  grades  for  cutting 
piles  renders  the  services  of  a  person  competent  to  perform 
such  work  almost  imperative. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

OLIVER  L.  SHAW, 

Inspector  of  Buildings. 
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